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Why Farm to School?

ÁEconomic opportunities for farmers and rural 
communities

ÁConnecting kids to agriculture

ÁFresh, healthy foods



State
School Food 

Expenditures*
5%  Local

(1st Year)
20% Local

(5 Years)

CT $38.2M $1,910,000 $7,640,000

MA $67.9M $3,395,000 $13,580,000

ME $14.5M $725,000 $2,900,000

NH $11.1M $555,000 $2,220,000

NY $275M $13,750,000 $55,000,000

RI $12.1M $605,000 $2,420,000

VT $6.0M $300,000 $1,200,000

TOTAL $424.8M $21,240,000 $84,960,000

The Economic Opportunity for
bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ

* Data provided by Ken Meter, Economic Impact of Regional Food Systems workshop 1-12-10



Connecting Kids to Agriculture

Teaching students about food production, 
diet, nutrition and agriculture



Fresh, Healthy  Foods

Children are provided 
with healthy fresh foods 
to enhance the appeal of 
school meals

Children better 
understand the 
connection between the 
foods they eat and where 
those foods come from



Recent History on Farm to School at USDA 

Á2008: New Farm Bill offers more flexibility

ÁIncreased interest in Farm to School

Á2009: USDA creates F2S Team



Farm to School Team Goals

ÁAssist schools in accessing local markets

ÁEnable food producers to effectively 

service their local schools

ÁFacilitate communication between

interested stakeholders



Farm to School Team Strategies

ÁAccess to resources and information

ÁTechnical assistance to assist schools and 
farmers

ÁIdentify common obstacles and possible 
solutions



FNS

ÁPerspective of schools and 
school administrators

ÁGeneral oversight of the 
Farm to School Team 
activities

FNS and AMS Roles 
in Farm to School Team

AMS

ÁPerspective of farmers, 
growers,  and wholesalers



ÅVisiting  9 different areas of varied demographics and farm to 
school characteristics

ÅAnalyzing and assessing variables that support or deter farm-
to-school activities

Å Identifying trends and best practices

ÅMaintaining a Farm to School website 
(http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S)

ÅEngaging in webinars with interested parties to allow for 
information sharing of Farm to School obstacles and successes

Current Farm to School Team Activities:



Farm to School Site Visit Locations:
Á Ventura and Riverside Unified School Districts, CA 

Á Independence, IA (completed)

Á Jefferson County and Montgomery County Public Schools, KY

Á Boston Public Schools, MA 

Á Union and Morrison Public Schools, OK

Á Bethel and Eugene School Districts, OR

Á Jamestown Public Schools, RI 

Á Harrisonburg City Public Schools, VA 

Á Burlington School District, VT (completed)

Á Chilton and Hilbert Public Schools, WI


